PFA Pitch Rating System
A-League Season 2009-2010
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Overview

The PFA Pitch Rating System was introduced at the start of the 2009/2010
A-League season.

The system was introduced to promote quality playing surfaces in the A-League.

Accordingly, the system is designed to ensure first class football pitches and
player health and safety in the A-League.

The system rates the playing surfaces of A-League venues based on 4 criteria:
(1) Overall; (2) Hardness; (3) Pace; and (4) Smoothness.

At the conclusion of each A-League match, the visiting captain rated the pitch
based on each criterion by giving a mark out of 5.

Brisbane R 0 a rSunsorp Stadium received the best rating throughout the
season, demonstrating that multi-use venues can produce world class playing
surfaces.
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Overall Rating

PFA Pitch Rating System:
Average Overall Rating , 2009/2010

Overall Rating Ave >
Adelaide United 3.9

Brisbane Roar 4.3

Central Coast

Mariners 3.8

Gold Coast Utd 3.6

Melbourne Victory 2.7

Newcastle Jets 2.5 o
Nth Queensland Fury 4

Perth Glory 3.7

Sydney FC 3.5

Wellington Phoenix 3.7
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Hardness Rating

PFA Pitch Rating System:
Average Hardness Rating, 2009/2010

Hardness Rating Ave

Adelaide United 3.8

Brisbane Roar 3.6

Central Coast

Mariners 3.5

Gold Coast Utd 3.4

Melbourne Victory 3.4

Newcastle Jets 2.9

Nth Queensland Fury | 2.6 = Ave
Perth Glory 3.8

Sydney FC 3.5

Wellington Phoenix 4
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Pace Rating

PFA Pitch Rating System:
Average Pace Rating, 2009/2010

Pace Rating Ave
Adelaide United 3.9
Brisbane Roar 3.3
Central Coast

Mariners 3.6
Gold Coast Utd 3.8
Melbourne Victory 3.8
Newcastle Jets 2.5 ® Ave
Nth Queensland Fury | 4.1
Perth Glory 3.6
Sydney FC 3.9
Wellington Phoenix 3
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Smoothness Rating

PFA Pitch Rating System:
Average Smoothness Rating, 2009/2010

Smoothness Rating Ave

Adelaide United 3.8

Brisbane Roar 3.8

Central Coast

Mariners 3.3

Gold Coast Utd 3.6

Melbourne Victory 3.2

Newcastle Jets 2.3 = Ave
Nth Queensland Fury | 4.2

Perth Glory 3.8

Sydney FC 3.5

Wellington Phoenix 3.6
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Alternate Venues

Overall Rating

Parramatta Stadium, Sydney

QEIl Stadium, Christchurch

FMG Stadium, Palmerston North

Bruce Stadum, Canberra (2
Games/Ave)
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PFA Pitch Rating System:
Average Overall Rating , 2009/2010
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Alternate Venues

There were 5 matches played at four alternative venues during the
2009/2010 A-League season:

(1) Bruce Stadium (Canberra) — Round 5 Central Coast Mariners versus Perth
Glory and Round 13 Central Coast Mariners versus Adelaide United.

(2) FMG Stadium (Palmerston North, New Zealand) — Round 18 Wellington
Phoenix versus Sydney FC;

(3) QEIl Stadium (Christchurch, New Zealand) — Round 25 Wellington Phoenix
versus Adelaide United; and

(4) Parramatta Stadium (Sydney, Australia) — Round 26 Sydney FC versus
Perth Glory.

Notably, Parramatta Stadium ranked very high receiving a 5 overall; 4
hardness; 4 pace and a b smoothness.
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Key Observations

Brisbane R 0 a rpitcls remained the best overall for the entire A-League
season. Interestingly, the pitch was not ranked the best in any other category.

Newcastle J e tpisch ranked the worst in 3 categories: overall, smoothness
and pace.

North Queensland F u r pitthsanked the best in smoothness and pace, but
the worst in hardness. The pitch was also ranked the second best pitch
overall.

In addition to the ratings, several club captains commented that the relevant
pitch would have been a better surface had it been watered beforehand.
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